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application and aptitude beyond that which might have been
reasonably expected. He was a thoroughly hard worker, and
is in many respects ahead of his years."
But the Prince's duties had to be directed to a broader field:
when the Hindustan returned to England, he said 'goodbye*
to the navy, forever. The companions and the circumstances
of his life changed once more. Osborne and Dartmouth faded
into history, with the friends he had already gathered about
him. Oxford was before him, and he had to adjust his life
and change his companions accordingly. It was the inevitable
fault of his training that his background was for ever being
disturbed; people crowded in on him, and then departed,
making him feel that life was a whirl in which no person and
no scene was stable. This handicap must always be remem-
bered in the Prince's favour by those steady and docile people
who live upon rocks of certainty. Most people have the oppor-
tunity of living in a chosen community, and those who join
the Services or who go to universities carry some of their
friends with them from one sphere to the next. The Prince
never enjoyed this privilege. Nothing seemed permanent to
him except the responsibilities of his inheritance. He made
his friends at Osborne, but when they went to sea, he stayed
ashore. He sailed in the Hindustan, but he left the ship's
company to go to Oxford. He was unable to enjoy the influ-
ence which growing friendships would have been for him.
The lessons in personal loyalty which he would thus have
learned seemed to pass him by. In considering the years of
his education it is important to remember the many changes
of which he was the victim, and to understand why it was
not easy for him to remain loyal to any central purpose in the
development of his mind and character.